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Qreetings  from 

There  was  no  opportunity  during  the  business  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  S-T  group  at  the  Boston  Convention  in  June 
for  the  newly  elected  officers  to  say  a  few  words  of 
greeting.  The  new  chairman  had  prepared  the  follow¬ 
ing  address  which  is  given  below  as  her  message  to 
S-T  librarians,  one  and  all: 

“The  new  officers  of  the  Science  -  Technology 


New  Officers 

Group  feel  greatly  honored  by  your  selection  of  us  to 
carry  on  vwth  the  projects  of  the  group  for  the  next 
year;  we  are  also  acutely  aware  of  the  hard  task  we 
will  have  to  live  up  to  the  high  standards  of  ‘activity 
on  all  fronts’  set  by  Miss  Elma  Evans,  the  retiring 
chairman,  and  her  committees. 


*CelaDes*  Corporation  of  America,  Research  Center,  Summit, 
New  Jeraejr. 


“Our  Group  has  grown  into  possibly  the  largest 
single  group  in  the  Association.  At  the  first  conven¬ 
tion  I  attended,  way  back  in  1928,  the  Science-Tech¬ 
nology  Group  numbered  75  members  of  which  about 
20  were  corporation  librarians.  As  recently  as  1940, 
we  were  900,  with  326  company  librarians.  Today, 
we  are  1,450  strong— more  than  a  quarter  of  the  en¬ 
tire  S.L.A.  membership!  Already  we  are  assuming 
the  importance  in  our  Association’s  activities  that  our 
size  implies,  as  witnessed  by  the  election  of  Miss 
Betty  Joy  Gole,  of  Calco  Chemical  Co.,  as  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  I.  Strieby  of 
Eli  Lilly  Co.,  as  Vice-President,  and  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Miss  E.  Evans,  of  Cornell  Aeronautical  Lab¬ 
oratory,  our  former  Chairman,  as  Director  of  the  As¬ 
sociation. 

“Undoubtedly,  carried  on  the  new  tide  of  faith  in 
scientific  research  of  the  country,  today,  we  will  gjrow 
further,  and  greater  opportunities  for  service  will  be 
afforded  to  us  as  Technical  Librarians. 

“At  the  Symposium  on  New  Libraries,  held  at  the 
national  convention  in  June,  we  heard  one  of  our 
members  give  a  reahstic,  if  somewhat  satiric  sketch  of 
the  evolution  of  a  modem  research  library— there  is 
a  law  in  biology  which  states  that  the  development  of 
the  individual  recapitulates  the  development  of  the 
race:— may  I,  therefore,  sketch  for  you  the  evolution  of 
our  kind  in 

AN  ALCHEMICAL 
FABLE 

“  ‘Once  upon  a  time  in  a  high  ivory  tower  there  dwelt 
an  old  man  with  a  long  white  beard,  a  high  peaked 
black  cap,  and  sharp  eyes  under  bushy  eyebrows.  Now, 
though  his  ivory  tower  was  right  in  the  midst  of  an 
industrious  city,  the  noise  and  l;prawls  of  the  market¬ 
place  did  not  reach  him,  nor  did  the  old  man  hear  the 
tramp,  tramp  of  soldiers’  feet;  he  lived  alone  and  was 
busy  with  probing  matters  such  as  “if  twenty  angels 
stood  on  a  pinhead,  would  they  leave  an  imprint  on  the 
metal  or  not.”  Once  in  a  while  he  ventured  forth  to 
meet  other  old  men  who  lived,  like  him,  in  ivory  towers, 
to  report  his  conclusions  and  listen  to  their  results.  He 
would  come  back  from  such  meetings  with  large  manu¬ 
scripts  filled  with  strange  symbols  which  he  forgot  to 
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read  and  which  promptly  gathered  dust,  lying  about 
on  the  floor.  When  the  disorder  was  great  and  the  old 
man  no  longer  had  room  to  move  quickly  between  his 
retorts  and  furnaces  he  called  in  an  elderly  maiden 
relative  and  her  cat  to  live  with  him  in  his  ivory  tower 
and  keep  his  manuscripts  dusted.  But  she  was  as  curi¬ 
ous  about  the  written  word  as  the  old  man  was  about 
what  went  on  in  his  furnace,  and  as  she  busied  herself 
with  arranging  the  thick  parchments  in  straight  rows 
she  would  occasionally  turn  the  heavy  pages  and  she 
learned  thus  much  that  was  wonderful  and  strange. 
So,  as  she  watched  the  old  man  fixing  up  his  retorts, 
she  would  often  recall  that  she  had  seen  such  a  picture 
in  one  of  the  parchments  and  in  a  timid  way  she  would 
push  the  manuscript  under  the  old  man’s  nose  and  point 
to  the  place  showing  him  that  another  old  man  in  an¬ 
other  ivory  tower  had  also  tried  to  do  what  he  was  do¬ 
ing.  At  first  our  old  man  would  growl  at  being  inter¬ 
rupted,  but  then  he  fell  into  the  habit  of  asking  her 
to  look  first  in  the  manuscripts,  before  he  started  his 
experiments  and  he  found  that  this  saved  him  much 
fretting  and  useless  work. 

“  ‘Now  it  happened  that  the  citizens  of  the  city,  see¬ 
ing  the  colored  smokes  and  explosions  which  occasion¬ 
ally  issued  from  the  ivory  tower,  m^de  a  raid  on  the 
place  and  found  the  old  man  had  marvelous  oils  and 
colored  liquids  on  his  shelves  which  could  soften  their 
leather  and  dye  their  cloth.  So  they  took  the  old  man 
and  his  handmaiden  down  from  the  ivory  tower  and  into 
the  market  place,  and  gave  them  an  unused  comer  of 
the  factory  to  work  in.  And  the  old  man,  who  now  had 
shaved  off  his  beard  and  donned  a  white  coat,  was  very 
busy  indeed  with  a  great  variety  of  matters  and  he 
began  to  rely  more  and  more  on  his  handmaiden  to  find 
short-cuts  for  him,  to  see  if  anyone  had  described  a 
process  in  the  parchments  before  him,  etc.  Presently, 
he  made  the  leathers  softer  and  the  cloth  more  brightly 
colored. 

“  ‘Because  the  goods  of  this  market  place  were  so 
improved,  other  cities  became  jealous  and  the  king  of  a 
neighboring  country  decided  to  send  an  army  against 
the  city  to  conquer  it.  And  now  the  citizens  came  to 
the  old  man  saying,  “You  made  our  goods  envied  and 
it  has  brought  a  war  upon  us,  now  make  us  a  weapon 
that  will  shorten  the  war  and  make  us  victors,  so  we 
can  travel  peacefully  all  over  the  world  and  sell  our 
products  in  other  markets.” 

“  ‘It  was  in  the  mind  of  the  old  man  this  time  to  bar- 
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gain  with  the  citizens  because  by  now  he  was  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  his  tools  and  crowded  in  his  working 
place,  but  time  was  short  and  the  danger  great,  so  he 
again  set  to  work,  but  not  before  he  had  consulted  his 
Cassandra,  who  by  now  had  begun  to  wear  horn¬ 
rimmed  spectacles  and  had  gathered  many  tomes  from 
all  over  the  world.  So  she  surveyed  for  him  “strategic 
and  substitute  materials”  and  “the  state  of  the  art” 
and  so,  working  fast  and  furiously  with  her  help,  the 
old  man  produced  the  weapon  that  wiped  out  whole 
cities  and  it  did,  indeed,  shorten  the  war  and  bring  vic¬ 
tory. 

“  ‘So  then  the  citizens,  who  up  to  that  time  had  been 
a  little  contemptuous  of  the  old  man  because  of  his 
unworldly  ways,  suddenly  got  a  great  respect,  even  a 
little  fear,  for  him  and  they  invited  him  into  their 
councils.  Because  he  had  wrought  such  wonders  for 
them  they  expected  even  more  to  come,  and  they  at 
last  decided  to  give  him  all  he  wanted.  So  they  built 
him  a  wonderful  group  of  buildings,  cooled  by  an  arti¬ 
ficial  lake  and  equipped  with  the  newest  instruments. 
But  the  old  man  still  was  not  satisfied,  and,  remember¬ 
ing  the  service  given  him  in  his  desperate  moments  by 
his  handmaiden,  he  demanded  his  most  useful  tool  to 
be  modernized,  and  a  large  new  Library  was  built 
where  his  handmaiden  could  reign  supreme  and  work 
with  ease  and  utmost  efficiency!’ 

"We  technical  librarians  are  that  handmaiden  and 
it  is  Scientific  Research  which  has  stepped  from  its 
ivory  tower  and  is  being  taken  into  the  councils  of  the 
state.  It  is  a  long  road  from  the  ivory  tower  and  the 
dark  factory  comer,  from  the  alchemist’s  parchments 
to  the  miCTofilm,  but  to  the  extent  that  we  have 
served  and  proven  ourselves  useful  to  the  researchers, 
our  collaboiators  are  not  forgetting  us,  and  so  the 
many  new  research  centers  being  built  are  including 
plans  for  larger,  wonderful  new  technical  libraries. 
May  we  prove  equal  to  that  confidence  and  continue 
to  give  service  to  Scientific  Research! 

“A  word  as  to  our  projects  for  next  year.  The  man¬ 
ual  of  the  S-T  group  is  much  needed  and  we  will 
concentrate  on  it,  perhaps  optimistically,  to  complete 
it  this  year.  When  you  receive  a  letter  from  Lucille 
Jackson,  its  Editor-in-Chief,  requesting  you  for  in¬ 
formation  on  techniques  you  have  originated,  or  to 
write  a  section  of  the  manual,  we  hope  you  will  realize 


(and  feel  honored)  that  you  have  been  selected  as  an 
expert  on  the  subject,  and  that  you  will  cooperate  with 
good  will  and  alacrity. 

“And  so,  closing  with  an  old  New  England  saying: 
‘Hats  off  to  the  Past,  and  coats  off  to  the  Future!’  ’’ 


The  Boston  Convention 

Two  very  successful  programs  devised  by  Miss 
Evans  for  the  S-T  meetings  were  so  worthwhile  that 
the  halls  were  ringing  with  comments.  The  Sym¬ 
posium  on  Organiation  of  New  Libraries  was  well 
done  and  timely.  A  full  reproduction  of  Mr.  Robert 
Sale’s  paper  on  "Floor  Lay-Out’’  is  attached  as>  it  is  so 
informative  on  a  sub’^rt  on  which  all  too  little  has 
been  published. 

The  “closed  meeting’’  on  ‘'Evaluation  of  Certain 
Services"  was  most  enlightening  and  it  was  hearten¬ 
ing  to  note  the  soundness  and  impartial  spirit  of  the 
judgments  and  conclusions  drawn  as  to  commercial 
services  offered  by  various  concerns,  many  of  which 
are  spurious,  some  of  which  could  well  be  improved 
upon  if  trained  librarians’  advice  on  organization  and 
presentation  of  data  were  followed. 

Suggestions  were  received  by  Miss  Evans  to  include 
these  papers  in  Subscription  Books  Bulletin  by  the 
Pubhshing  Dep’t.  of  the  American-Library  Associa¬ 
tion.  As  the  remarks  were  informal  and  “off  the  rec¬ 
ord’’  this  offer  could  not  be  accepted;  however,  a  sug¬ 
gestion  made  by  Dr.  D.  F.  Brown,  Librarian  of 
Standard  Oil  Development  Company,  to  make  this 
evaluation  a  continuing  program  at  the  next  conven¬ 
tion  and  to  set  up  an  official  approval  system  for  such 
commercial  services  something  like  the  “approved  by 
Good  Housekeeping  Institute’’  idea,  under  proper  legal 
protection  of  the  Association,  is  being  considered  as  a 
national  project  for  the  Special  Libraries  Association. 


Summer  Solstice 

Inflation  hit  Technical  Libraries  on  July  5th  when 
the  Patent  Office  suddenly  jumped  the  price  of 
patent  specifications  from  10  cents  to  25  cents.  Armed 

Page  Three 


with  the  proverbial  enthusiasm  of  the  new  broom,  the 
new  Chairman  did  some  lobbying  via  following  letter: 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  ASSOCIATION 
31  East  10th  St. 

New  York  City 

July  12,  1946 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Albert  Hawkes,  Senator  of  N.  J. 

Office  of  U.  S.  Senate 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Honored  Sir: 

We  have  been  informed  by  the  Patent  Office 
that  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  a  bill  on  July  3,  by 
the  President  the  cost  of  printed  copies  of  United 
States  patent  specifications  would  be  increased  from 
10  cents  per  copy  to  25  cents  per  copy. 

We  would  greatly  appreciate  being  informed  as  to 
whether  this  increase  has  occurred  due  to  changes  m 
printing  costs  of  these  documents,  or  to  decrease  in 
appropriations  for  the  Patent  Office,  or  whether  it  is 
to  defray  the  costs  of  expanded  services  by  the  Patent 
Office,  such  as  for  example,  a  better  annual  subject 
index  of  patents,  or  a  more  frequently  issued  subject 
and  inventor  index,  or  a  cumulative  annual  class  in¬ 
dex,  needed  by  those  engaged  in  industrial  research. 

If  the  latter  is  the  case,  no  doubt  the  150  per  cent 
increase  in  the  cost  of  the  printed  specifications  is  well 
worthwhile,  otherwise  the  increase  imposes  another 
inflationary  hardship  on  those  administering  research 
libraries,  one  of  whose  chief  sources  of  information  is 
this  patent  literature. 

TTianking  you  in  advance  for  your  advice  on  this 
matter. 

Research  Librarian 

L.  O.  LEWTON, 

Chairman,  Science-Technology  Group  Special  Li¬ 
braries  Ass’n. 

A  courteous  reply  was  received  from  Senator 
Hawkes  enclosing  the  following  explanatory  letter. 


July  24,  1946 

Hon.  A.  W.  Hawkes, 

United  States  Senate, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Senator  Hawkes: 

Due  to  the  absence  of  Commissioner  Ooms  in  Lon¬ 
don,  I  have  your  letter  of  July  22nd  and  its  accom¬ 
panying  letter  from  Special  Libraries  Association  of 
New  York  City,  concerning  the  recent  increase  in  the 
cost  of  printed  copies  of  United  States  patent  specifi¬ 
cations. 

As  indicated  in  the  letter  of  Special  Libraries  As¬ 
sociation,  the  increase  of  from  10  cents  to  25  cents 
has  been  occasioned  by  increased  printing  costs.  For 
the  fiscal  year  1946,  which  ended  on  June  30th,  the 
average  cost  of  the  first  103  copies  of  each  of  our 
issued  patents  as  printed  by  the  Government  Printing 
Office  and  the  Columbia  Planograph  Company  was 
22.9  cents,  and  the  reproduction  cost  for  additional 
copies  as  the  demand  for  such  copies  required  repro¬ 
duction,  was  12  cents.  During  the  present  fiscal  year 
the  original  printing  is  estimated  at  27.3  cents  per 
copy  with  reproduction  costs  remaining  at  12  cents. 

The  above-quoted  costs  are  for  printing  only  and 
are  exclusive  of  any  labor  in  handling,  mailing,  over¬ 
head,  or  any  of  the  fixed  charges  normally  added  into 
any  cost  of  production. 

While  the  Patent  Office  is  not  interested  in  making 
money  in  its  publications  division  and  is  interested  in 
wide  dissemination  of  information,  it  is  beKeved 
that  it  should  try  to  realize  the  cost  of  production  of 
its  publications  and,  since  the  costs  when  fixed 
charges  are  added  are  believed  well  above  25  cents,  it 
is  felt  that  the  increase  to  25  cents  as  provided  by 
the  Appropriation  Bill,  H.R.  6056,  is  entirely  reason¬ 
able. 

While  there  was  no  decrease  in  appropriations  and 
it  was  mainly  the  increased  cost  of  production  which 
caused  the  increase  of  price,  it  is  believed  that  with 
the  Patent  Office  more  nearly  meeting  its  operating 
costs  through  its  fees  and  sale  of  publications  it  will 
thus  be  better  able  to  obtain  appropriations  necessary 


to  give  greater  service  to  industry  and  the  public  at 
large. 

Yours  very  truly, 

THOMAS  F.  MURPHY, 
Assistant  Commissioner 

While  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  change  matters 
at  present,  it  is  felt  that  more  librarians  should  take 
this  occasion  to  write  the  Patent  Office  demanding 
the  improved  annual  subject  indices,  and  cumulative 
class  number  annuals,  which  would  lighten  and  im¬ 
prove  the  tasks  of  patent  searching.  Please  write  Mr. 
Casper  Ooms,  Patent  Commissioner,  who  is  newly 
appointed,  and  therefore  full  of  enthusiasm  to  im¬ 
prove  the  service. 


Chairmen  of  Sections  and 
Special  Committees 

The  following  have  been  appointed  to  date: 

PUBLICITY  -  PUBLIC  RELATIONS- 

Mrs.  Maude  Hinson 
Downer’s  Grove 
Illinois 

PETROLEUM  SECTION- 

Mr.  Morris  D.  Schoengold 
Standard  Oil  Development  Company 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey 

ENGINEERING  -  AERONAUTICS  SECTION- 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Sale,  East  Coast 
United  Aircraft  Company 
East  Hartford  8,  Conn. 

Mr.  Stanley  McElderry,  West  Coast 
Lockheed  Aircraft  Corporation 
Burbank,  California 


WASHINGTON  CHAPTER,  S-T  GROUP- 
Mark  Pangbom 

SCIENCE  -  TECHNOLOGY  MANUAL  (Editor)- 

Lucille  Jackson 
Vanadium  Corp.  of  America 
Bridgeville,  Pa. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES  POOL- 

Mr.  Ralph  Hopp 
Battelle  Memorial  Institute 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Other  offices  to  which  appointments  will  be  made 
will  appear  in  subsequent  “Almanacks.” 

The  latest  news  from  these  very  active  committees 
is: 

Publicity-Public  Relations: 

CHEMICAL  SHOW 
EXHIBIT 

As  this  “Ye  Almanack”  goes  to  press,  an  excellent 
exhibit  featuring  the  work  of  Science-Technology  and 
Biological  libraries  but  also  telling  the  story  of  the 
S.L.A.,  is  being  shown  at  the  1946  National  Chemical 
Exposition  at  the  Chicago  Coliseum  on  Sept.  10- 14th. 
Exhibits  are  so  arranged  as  to  emphasize  the  value  of 
special  libraries  in  various  chemical  industries.  A 
similar  exposition  is  being  planned  for  the  National 
Metals  show  in  November.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
technical  audience  is  being  given  library  publicity 
on  their  own  premises  and  should  do  much  to  advance 
the  cause  for  libraries  in  the  industrial  field. 

Congratulations  and  many  thanks  to  Mrs.  Maude 
Hinson,  Chairman  of  the  Exhibit,  and  her  able  com¬ 
mittee,  as  well  as  to  the  Association  as  a  whole,  which 
sponsored  it  to  the  extent  of  giving  a  financial  grant, 
and  many  thanks  to  those  libraries  who  submitted 
exhibit  material. 
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Bibliographic  Pool 

The  Bibliographic  Pool  is  growing  so  fast  it  threat¬ 
ens  to  become  an  ever-broadening  river.  It  is  housed 
now  at  the  library  of  Battelle  Memorial  Institute, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  a  fitting  centrally  located  deposi¬ 
tory.  Mr.  Ralph  Hopp,  the  new  custodian,  reports 
the  Biological  Sciences  Group  as  volunteering  con¬ 
tributions;  he  also  plans  to  copyright  the  bibliogra¬ 
phies  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  and  to  charge 
a  small  loan  fee  which  would  go  towards  a  fund  for 
reproducing  into  several  copies.  A  card  index  is  also 
projected  and  a  means  of  keeping  bibliographies 
up-to-date  by  addenda.  Among  new  contributions 
are: 

( 1 )  Australian  timbers  and  other  foreign  prod¬ 
ucts. 

(2)  Welding  and  fabrication  of  clad  steel. 


The  S-T  Manual 

This  is  THE  project  for  the  year,  and  we  plan  to 
bend  all  our  energies  to  it  collectively  and  individu¬ 
ally.  At  Boston,  the  Manual  Committee  decided  to 
mal^  changes  in  method  of  compiling.  The  present 
plan*  is  to  invite  specialists  in  certain  phases  of  tech¬ 
nical  library  work  to  write  sections  or  chapters  on 
those  topics,  the  entire  manual  then  to  be  re-styled 
and  edi^  by  Miss  Jackson.  Only  in  this  way  can 
it  hope  to  see  print  within  the  year.  That  this  is 
imperative  can  be  ccmcluded  from  the  fact  that  cer¬ 
tain  publishers  have  been  approaching  individuals 
offering  to  publish  any  b(X)k  they  wrote  on  technical 
library  procedure. 

The  Chairman,  as  a  residt  of  her  paper  in  March 
issue  of  “Chem.  and  Met.,”  has  been  drawn  into  a 
series  of  interesting  correspondences  with  individuals 
as  far  North  as  Newfoimdland  and  South  as  Aus¬ 
tralia,  desiring  to  know  in  one  letter:  “how  to  found 
and  run  a  technical  library."!  Obviously,  our  manual 
is  much  needed  and  overdue. 


Miss  Jackson  reports  that  she  has  already  gotten 
acceptances  from  authors  on  chapters  on  the  Library 
Bulletin,  Patent  Searching,  Literature  Searches,  Physi¬ 
cal  Lay-Out  and  she  has  prepared  an  excellent  skele¬ 
ton  outline  of  the  Manual.  As  an  Appendix,  a  bib¬ 
liography  of  articles  on  Technical  Libraries  has  al¬ 
ready  been  prepared  by  Miss  E.  Joannes  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  chapter.  Each  section  chairman  is  also  going 
to  submit  an  approved  sample  subject  heading  list 
for  his  subject  field,  to  the  Manual. 


The  S-T  Bulletin 

Under  its  new  name  ‘Te  Alchemical  Libraries  Al¬ 
manack”  is  a  first  and  tentative  step  to  making  our 
news  bulletin  more  eye-catching.  The  title  design 
was  made  by  Miss  Jane  Adams,  and  the  plate  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  chairman.  Samples  of  planned  fea¬ 
tures  follow: 


Our  Own  Inventors  Column 

(Not  the  “arm-chair"  variety— hut  actually  those  re¬ 
duced  to  practice— don't  ask  us,  though,  to  cite  patent 
numbers  or  be  liable  for  infringement) 

(1)  The  Lever  Principle  Applied  to  Libraries— 

A  light  short  handled  canoe  paddle  is  used  to  lift 
stacks  of  unbound  magazines  or  inserted  between, 
for  pulling  out  a  copy  at  bottom  of  the  pile— Montclair 
Free  Public  Library,  M.  Quigley,  Libr. 

(2)  The  Conveyor  Belt  Principle- 

Searching  in  the  ever-lengthening  rows  of  Chem. 
Abstracts,  taking  down  one  volume  at  a  time  from  a 
shelf,  and  returning  it,  is  eliminated  by  using  a  long 
extra  wide  reading  table,  placing  two  tows  of  Chem. 
Abstracts  volumes,  backs  towards  readers,  down  the 
center  along  the  table’s  length.  The  searcher  simply 
slides  his  chair  along,  or  changes  his  seat  along  the 
table,  reaching  for  the  appropriate  volume  from  the 
center  of  the  table.  Volumes  covering  the  last  two 
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decennial  indices  can  thus  be  accommodated  at  this 
special  search  table— R.  Phelps,  Dir.,  Engineering  So¬ 
cieties  Library,  N.  Y. 

(Please  contribute  for  our  next  issue  your  own 
kinks  and  short-cuts  in  technical  library  technique— 
whether  apparatus,  procedure,  or  “composition  of 
matter.") 


News  of  the  Human  Side 

(With  apologies  to  the  famous  column  “Human  Side 
of  the  News”) 

Newark  Evening  News  of  August  12th  had  an 
interesting  biography,  with  charming  picture,  of  Miss 
Alma  Mitchill,  Librarian  of  Public  &rvice  of  New 
Jersey.  The  article  entitled,  “She  Couldn’t  Become 
a  Teacher,  but  She  Knows  Lots  of  Answers— Miss 
Mitchill  Is  Head  of  Public  Service's  Famed  Technical 
Library,”  did  not  mention,  however,  that  Miss  Mitchill 
is,  and  has  been  for  several  years,  the  distinguished 
editor  of  our  Association’s  official  publication,  “Special 
Libraries.” 

Librarian  into: 

Reverend— 

Gertrude  G.  Harris  has  now  been  appointed 
pastor  of  a  church  at  Danforth,  Maine.  Miss 
Harris  will  be  remembered  as  the  former  li¬ 
brarian  of  Lukens  Steel  Co.,  and  the  per¬ 
suasive  originator  of  the  Bibliographic  Pool. 

Private  Missus— 

Thelma  Reinberg  (Mrs.  Burka)  though 
dwelling  in  the  very  shadow  of  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  library  which  she  built  up  over  many 
years  at  Battelle  Memorial  Institute,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  claims  she  has  forgotten  she  ever 
was  a  librarian,  in  the  joys  of  bringing  up 
her  young  son.  She  has  not  forgotten  her 
librarian  friends,  however,  and  virrites  them 
often. 


Ditto- 

Marie  Lugscheider,  whose  backsliding  into 
marriage  and  family,  precipitated  on  our 
inexperienced  shoulders  the  dubious  mantle 
of  this  chairmanship. 

Independent  Market  Analyst  and  Consultant- 

Dr,  Margaret  Barry,  formerly  Wallerstein 
Laboratories’  Librarian  and  more  recently 
connected  with  Colgate-Palmolive-Peet  Com¬ 
pany,  has  successfully  launched  her  own 
business  as  consultant.  Statistical  studies, 
brochures  and  market  analyses  on  various 
types  of  products  and  retainer  accounts  aje 
keeping  her  busy. 

Amateur  Interior  Decorator— 

Lucy  Lewton  in  setting  up  the  new  library  at 
Celanese  Research  Center,  studied  and  speci¬ 
fied  color  schemes.  P.S.  She  got  the  greige 
fireproof  Celanese  hangings  she  wanted. 


Must  Get,  Must  Read 

{Please  contribute  references  to  worthwhile  publica¬ 
tions  whether  articles,  books  or  government  pamphlets.) 

1.  “Etude  d’  application  des  machines  aux  recherches 

bibliographiques” 

Mayor,  Y. 

Chimie  et  Ind.  35  Feb.,  1936  458-66. 

(French  variant  of  I.B.M.  punch  sards  for  bib¬ 
liographic  subject  files,  antedating  U.  S.  de¬ 
velopments.) 

2.  “War  Time  Technological  Developments” 

Study  made  for  sub-committee  on  war  mobiliza¬ 
tion  of  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Subcommittee  Monograph  No.  2,  May,  1945. 
U.  S.  Government  Printing  Office. 

(A  good  place  to  look  up  various  trade  practices 
and  technologic  procedures  and  products  de¬ 
veloped  during  the  war,  many  of  which  are 
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appearing  as  new  trade-named  products  of 
commerce  today.) 

3.  Plutonium  Laboratory-Historic  Research  on  Man- 
Made  Element  at  University  of  Chicago’s 
“New  Chem.” 

Goto,  F.  (photographer.) 

Life  Magazine,  July  8,  1946,  p.  68-83. 

(Fascinating  pictures  of  what  lay  beyond  the  lead 
brick  walls  and  the  new  long-distance  manipu¬ 
lating  technique  developed  in  the  course  of  A- 
bomb  research,  also  of  the  elaborate  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  contamination  with  radio¬ 
active  by-products.  A  micro-micro-chemistry 
technique  had  to  be  developed  to  handle  the 
small  amounts  of  new  elements  found.) 


Scientific  Milestones 

June  12,  1946— The  first  fruits  of  Atomic  Bomb 
Research  were  offered  for  peace-time  application; 


the  study  of  biological  action  of  radioisotopes,  (cf. 
Oil  Paint  &  Drug  Reporter,  that  date.) 


Important  Notice 

Miss  Lura  Shorb,  Hercules  Powder  Co.,  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Delaware,  is  contacting  chemical  libraries  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  American  Book  Center  for  War  Devastated 
Libraries,  Inc.,  which  is  contributing  technical  publi¬ 
cations  to  re-build  the  destroyed  libraries  of  Europe. 
This  is  a  good  and  most  useful  spot  for  all  those  dis¬ 
carded  duplicate  magazines.  Please  don’t  ever  throw 
such  material  away  into  the  wastebasket.  Just  pack 
it  up  in  neat  bundles  and  either  mail  to  Am.  Book 
Center  c/o  Library  of  Congress,  Wash.,  D.  C.,  postage 
prepaid  (you  can  be  re-imbursed  for  postage)  or  write 
Miss  Shorb  about  what  you  can  send.  Europe’s  in¬ 
dustrial  recovery  depends  as  much  on  the  recovery  of 
technical  “know-how”  as  on  materials,  and  in  this,  we 
all  are  agreed,  libraries,  well  stocked  and  up-to-date, 
are  a  first  step! 
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